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Who Was William Hood? 
By Dee Owens
While researching the history of the railroad in El 
Dorado County, I came across the name of 
William Hood.   But I was confused.  In some 
articles he was described as the Southern Pacific 
conductor on the Sacramento to Placerville line.   
In other articles he was the Southern Pacific’s 
Chief Engineer.   This didn’t make sense until I 
realized they were two different men.  

William Hood, the Southern Pacific Chief 
Engineer, was born in New Hampshire in 1846.  
He was a private in the Union Army during the 
Civil War until after the battle of Gettysburg.    
After leaving the army he continued his education 
and graduated from Dartmouth College.   He 
began his career with the Central Pacific Railroad 
in 1867 as an axeman.  He was an assistant 
engineer during the construction of the railroad 
over the Sierra.  In 1883 he became the Chief 
Engineer of the Southern Pacific.  

In 1887 Hood directed the survey for the 
extension of the our railroad in El Dorado 
County from Shingle Springs to Placerville. 
William Hood, known as Billy Hood, the 
Southern Pacific conductor, was born in 
Wisconsin in 1865.  Billy started working for 
the Southern Pacific in 1880 as a brakeman.  
In 1883 he was promoted to conductor. He 
worked for Southern Pacific for 43 years.  
Much of the 43 years was spent running 
between Sacramento and Placerville.  The 
Mountain Democrat on April 19, 1913 described 
an accident involving Billy Hood:

Conductor Wm. Hood fell from the rear end of 
the down train Tuesday morning and was 
severely bruised though not seriously injured. 
He was turning the valve on the steam pipe, 
and it is thought a sudden lurch of the train 
threw him off.  When at Folsom, his absence 
was discovered and the train backed twelve 
miles, where he was found and taken aboard 
and hurried to the S.P. hospital, where he is 
recovering as well as could be expected.

Hood designed the Tehachapi Loop,  
completed in 1876, between Bakersfield and 
Mohave. It is one of the Seven Wonders of 
the Railroad World and a National Civil 
Engineering Landmark.

William Hood, Chief Engineer of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad

The Tehachapi Loop in Southern California
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Turntables on the Placerville Branch
By Keith Berry 
The railroad turntable was an essential resource in 
the age of steam powered railroading. The turntable 
was developed early on as locomotives were 
principally operated forward, using smaller pilot 
wheels to guide the locomotive into a curve. 
providing better alignment of the taller driving 
wheels. This prevented derailment, and reduced 
wear on the wheel flanges. The locomotives of the 
day eventually developed a trailing wheel, which 
carried the firebox weight, and acted as pilot wheels 
to back up. However, excepting logging railroads, 
these vintage steam railroads operated under the 
plan to run the locomotive forward as far as 
possible, turn it around, and run back forward.
The other simple method of turning a locomotive 
was to use a turning wye, which created a triangle 
track design with a tail track. The locomotive ran out 
onto the wye, turnouts were thrown, and the 
locomotive ran back out onto the mainline facing 
forward. Problem with turning wye was that they 
required space. Even a tight wye took up more 
space than a turntable. A turntable would be located 
at a service roundhouse, or as on the Placerville 
Branch, at the end of the branch line, Placerville in 
our case.
The original Sacramento Valley Railroad had shops 
and a turntable in Folsom.  The turntable was a 
wood frame "gallows" style which has been 
recreated in Folsom. The Placerville Branch line 
later installed a turning wye in Folsom, allowing 
locomotives from Sacramento to be turned. 
However, the Branch Line ran east 50 miles to 
Placerville, quite a distance, and certainly adverse to 
steam locomotives. The use of a turntable was 
warranted, but where and when?

The railroad reached Latrobe in 1864, and turned 
north to reach Shingle Springs. Latrobe had a 
station and sidings, although a turntable site is not 
identified. The railroad reached Shingle Springs in 
1865 and installed a turntable at the east end of the 
yard. This was the end of the railroad until 1888 
when the track was completed to Placerville. A 
station and sidings were located at what is now 
Highway 50 / Canal St. with a turntable and 
roundhouse a short way to the east (see 1891 map 
and photograph.)  Once the Camino, Placerville, and 
Lake Tahoe (CP&LT) Railroad was completed from 
Camino to Placerville, track was extended to 
Mosquito Road. and a steel bridge type turntable 
installed where Highway 50 is now, due south of the 
CP&LT interchange yard.
The turntable at Placerville was essential. Steam 
power continued to get larger, but the locomotives 
still preferred face forward operation. A Mt. 
Democrat article in 1952 covered the re-location of 
the turntable by S.P. railroad forces to a site east, 
near upper Main Street. The date of last use and 
removal is not documented. A portion of the outside 
ring is still visible on the El Dorado Trail in 
Placerville. Does the steel bridge still remain in the 
filled in turntable pit?
The last steam train excursion occurred in 1957.  In 
a photo the locomotive is seen running pointed 
westward toward Sacramento. Diesel locomotives 
were now in force, they did not require a turntable 
routinely.  Questions remain, maybe there is a 
turntable out there. In keeping with the history of the 
Placerville Branch, we plan to replace the wood 
turntable at Shingle Springs. 
Thanks to Dee Owens for conducting our historical 
research.

This turntable (seen on the left) was located in Placerville 
east of where Canal Street now crosses Hwy 50, and 

when constructed, was at the end of the line. 

This detail from the 1891 Sandborn Insurance Map of 
Placerville shows the turntable and roundhouse just 

north of Hangtown Creek.
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Caboose Restoration “Better by the Batch”
  Restoration is a vital part of establishing an excursion 
railroad which employs vintage rail equipment,   
requires locating equipment from a dwindling inventory 
compromised by original operation and extended time 
exposed to the elements. Usually, restoration is by one 
car at a time, each car having specific issues. 

  The EDWR is fortunate to have two Southern Pacific 
cupola-style early 1940's cabooses. They both served the 
S.P. during World War 2, operated in the age of steam 
and then diesel, and were cast off when the caboose was 
eliminated from routine mainline traffic, instead using 
the end of train air line monitoring device/rear blinking 
light. The EDWR has Southern Pacific Caboose #1094, 
and Caboose #1188.  

Green lights or Red Lights: Caboose Marker 
Lights

The romance of vintage railroading includes the after-
dark operation.  Steam engines had prominent white 
headlights shining through the darkness, a safety 
warning to approaching trains, those crossing the 
track, and assisting the engine crew to see the track.  
Additional classification lights were on the front of the 
locomotive, white or green being a code indicating the 
type of train.  But what about the rear end of the train, 
the caboose?  Lights were prominent on the upper 
corners, attached by a fixture in the wall with a key 
slot, the light having a fixture with a “key” to slide into 
the slot.  These lights were hung by the crew, lighted 
during low light conditions and required at night and 
known as the “Caboose Marker Lights.”

Caboose marker lights usually had four glass lenses, 
three green, one larger red.  Some railroads used an 
amber lens, but Southern Pacific used green and red.  
The green lenses were to point in the direction of 
travel, the large red lens was trailing, a tail light to 
protect the train from another train or railroad 
equipment from overtaking the train.  If the engineer 
could look back and the rear green marker was 
showing forward, the train was complete, the caboose 
in place, and the rear marker light was lit.

The larger red lens was vital. If the train was running 
forward, the rear red marker was viewable from a 
distance. Both rear markers were lit as a backup, and 
to compensate for curving track. Should the train take 
a siding to allow another train to pass, the caboose 
marker was changed to show green to the rear, 
outside, and front. This designated the train was clear 
of the mainline, another train could pass by on the 
mainline.

 Caboose #1094 was 
built in 1940,  equipped 
with a coal heating 
stove and a rectangle 
cook stove, and was 
considered a "system 
wide" caboose, meaning 
the the car was used 
across the Southern 
Pacific operating 
system.
 We know the 1094 was 
in service in the early 
1960's out of Los 
Angeles, serving the 
Van Nuys auto plants as

Continued on page 4 

The S.P. Caboose #1188 in Shingle Springs

However, take note, when the train was backing up 
on the main line, the green lens faced to the rear. In 
essence it became a classification light. Perhaps the 
train had a rear move white light installed by the 
crew for only the period of the move. Perhaps the 
caboose only had the rear markers. Green meant 
direction of travel, so the following rule applied:

IF YOU OBSERVE A CABOOSE ON THE 
MAINLINE SHOWING GREEN TO THE REAR, 
YOU HAVE BIG TROUBLE, THAT CABOOSE AND 
TRAIN  IS MOVING TOWARD YOU ON 
COMMONLY HELD TRACK! 

A Caboose operating on the EDWR will 
employ rear marker lights, and operate 
by the rule. They present a pretty site 
hung on the caboose. Passengers and 
bystanders will enjoy watching the train 
crew "hang" the markers in the corner 
wall mounts.



  

General Manager's Report
Mary Cory, County Museum Administrator
During 2019, the EDWR volunteers met four times 
with Jeanne Amos, Library Director, to identify the 
vision for the El Dorado Western Railroad program 
and set goals with achievable mile markers.  
Operating a full size train for the public continues 
to be at the forefront, with restored vintage rail 
equipment on restored track with a trained crew.  
We will start with the 2.2 miles of track between El 
Dorado and the end-of-line near Missouri Flat Rd.  
Other projects for 2020 have been identified, such 
as moving the Shingle Springs #1188 caboose 
onto track rebuilt in the original location of the 
Shingle Springs Station siding; completing the 
annual weed abatement program; and continuing 
with the restoration work on the GE Locomotive.  
Thank you to all of the volunteers for their focus 
and commitment!
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To contact the El Dorado Western Railroad, call 
(530) 663-3581, like us on facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ElDoradoWesternRailroad/or 
visit the Railroad on Sundays 
10AM – 1PM (El Dorado on1st & 3rd 
Sundays, Shingle  Springs on 2nd & 4th 
Sundays)

Spotlight on EL DORADO 
WESTERN RAILROAD Volunteers

At the Dec. 4, 2019 EDWR Dinner, volunteers 
were recognized for their dedication and  service.  

Continued from page 3

a local.  In fact, our 50 year S.P. employee Doc Wiser was 
a young brakeman on the 1094, assigned cooking 
breakfast for the crew!  As for Caboose #1188, we don't 
have its history. Both cars were later privately owned in 
locations which subjected the car body's to rain, moisture, 
and removal of operating components.

Thankfully, both cabooses are of the same builders plans, 
S.P. bought the cars in batches of 50 each. This has 
allowed us to use the common plans and discover builders 
modifications, and more importantly the cars have 
suffered the same problems of cupola window area rain 
damage. The cupola's have leaked in the same location, 
the same cupola framing on one corner has common dry 
rot intrusion. Double the trouble, but better since the 
same repair - improved metal flashing around the cupola 
windows -  is the same. There is a benefit when you can 
survey the car, and  you know the areas, the wood 
materials, and the solutions.

Both EDWR cabooses are undergoing restoration. Some 
interior wood fixtures will be different as the 1094 will be 
operational and the 1188 will serve as a ticket office/gift 
shop. We have enjoyed getting to know each of our 
cabooses. We frequently sit back and think about the 
crews that were assigned out on the road in these cars. 
Want air conditioning? Open some windows. Want your 
food cold? Put 300lbs of ice in the ice box. Want to use 
the toilet? Open the door, sit down, and drop it on the 
track! Want a shower? Well, maybe when you step outside 
in the rain!

Thanks to the caboose teams restoring these icons of the 
railroad, by the batch!

Nancy Harden (right) 
deservedly received 
the Golden Spike 
Award as volunteer 
of the year for her 
years of  dedication 
and professionalism. 
Claudean Arnold, 
Judy McGovern, and 
Lu Nygard received 
Certificates of 
Appreciation; Jeanne 
Amos, Mary Schulze, 
Chris Cockrell, Kevin 
& Kathy Brown 
received Special 
Recognition.  

The Dispatcher is published quarterly by the El Dorado 
County Historical Museum.  Articles contributed by Keith 

Berry, the editor is Mary Cory.  Comments can be 
directed to mary.cory@edcgov.us

http://www.facebook.com/ElDoradoWesternRailroad/
mailto:mary.cory@edcgov.us

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4

