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on August 23 and made its 31 mile run to Applegate in 
only 42 minutes. 

The Sacramento Daily Union on August 24, 1864 
reported, “The California Stage Company’s coach, 
which connected with the Pacific Railway, dashed into 
the silver metropolis at one p. m. yesterday, and 
distributed newspapers which had been carried through 
from San Francisco in about 2! One hour previous the 
team which was supposed to be vindicating the claims 
of the shortest route to Washoe was lumbering through 
Strawberry Valley, 63miles this side of Virginia – and 
the Romulus or Remus(?) of Freeport was dolefully 
telegraphing: “Heavy rains – heavy roads – heavy 
loads”. 
There was a very strong
rumor that the Pony (mail) 
Express rider had carried
the papers nearly to 
Virginia City and, at the 
last moment, transferred 
them to the California
Stage. 
Nine hours later the Pioneer Stage arrived. The 
exhausted driver explained that the road from Latrobe 
had never been so crowded and that at every curve the 
road had been blocked by at least one big freight 
wagon.  These were not the normal conditions. 

With sarcasm, Sacramento Daily Union continued, “We 
are sorry to hear that a brief rain produces such an 
effect on the Placerville Road, causing a trial of 
speed…It is sad too, to learn that there was a long wait 
for the stages at Latrobe, on an occasion when people 
had been fully prepared for an astounding 
performance.” 

Stanford, Huntington, Hopkins and Crocker, the Big 
Four, on their way to establishing one of the most 
comprehensive and oppressive monopolies in American 
history were not about to let the locally owned and 
financed Placerville & Sacramento Valley Railroad best 
them.  With a few dirty tricks, they won the race and  
even took control of their competition when they soon 
purchased the Placerville & Sacramento Valley RR. 

In this year of the 150th celebration of the 
Transcontinental Railroad, the Sacramento Valley 

Railroad came in second... 

The Great Railroad and Stage Race
By Dee Owens

In 1864 the Placerville & Sacramento Valley 
Railroad and the Central Pacific Railroad were in 
competition to be the first over the Sierra.   Lester 
Robinson, the engineer, board member, and major 
stockholder in the Placerville & Sacramento Valley 
Railroad challenged the owners of the Central 
Pacific to a contest.  The goal was to break the 
record for the best time between San Francisco and 
Virginia City – they hoped for 22 hours. 

Both Railroads were to pick up a load of newspapers 
destined for Virginia City, from the steamer 
Chrysopolis. The newly completed rail line from 
Folsom to Freeport, sixteen miles below Sacramento 
by river, would be the start for the Placerville & 
Sacramento Valley Railroad. The Central Pacific 
Railroad would start in Sacramento.  The Placerville 
& Sacramento Valley would deliver the papers to the 
newly opened station at Latrobe where they would 
continue over the Sierra with the Pioneer Stagecoach 
Company. The Central Pacific would carry the 
papers to the end of their track at Applegate and 
transfer the papers to the California Stagecoach 
Company for the remainder of the trip.  

The owners of the Central Pacific, the Big Four, 
knew there was a possibility that the Chrysopolis 
might not be able to reach the port at Sacramento, 
due to the tide. In an openly dishonest move, the 
Central Pacific had a horseman waiting at Freeport 
to take their papers to Sacramento and save time.

On August 22, 1864, at 11:15 PM the Placerville & 
Sacramento Valley locomotive, C. K. Garrison, 
pulling its normal freight, mail and passengers, left 
Freeport and 1 hour and 37 minutes later arrived at 
Latrobe, 37 miles away. The Central Pacific’s 
locomotive, Atlantic, bare except for its tender, crew 
and Mail Express rider left Sacramento at 12:04 AM 
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EL DORADO WESTERN RAILROAD'S 44 
TON LOCOMOTIVE

For about 10 years the locomotive has sat on 
this disconnected track panel (above) along 
the El Dorado Western Railroad's Main Track 
at Shingle Spring, but not its no on the track 
panel!  Where did the 44 tonner go???

44 TON LOCOMOTIVE MOVES WEST! 
(below)

After a number of years of serious mechanical 
restoration by EDWR volunteer Ken Asmus, 
the locomotive has moved three times on its 
own power at Shingle Springs.  The locomotive 
has accomplished the first step on its way 
across about 125 feet of temporary track 
panels to reach and soon to run on the main 
track of the El Dorado Western Railroad!

Special thanks to Ken and to all our volunteers 
and railroad team. 

To our readers and supporters, this is a great a 
very rewarding community preservation and 
railroad operations project.  We need to have 
our friends join us!  BE A PART OF OUR 
RAILROAD OPERATIONS TEAM!!!

Peter Schulze,
EDWR Roadmaster
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The GE Locomotive's track panel in Shingle Springs

The GE off its track panel, on its way to the main line.

EDWR Volunteers

Thanks to each of you for your volunteer efforts 
as the El Dorado Western Railroad reaches its 
9th year  of weekly operation.  The EDWR is the 
only nonprofit rail excursion museum program 
operating on a weekly schedule in California!

Great accomplishments have been achieved by 
the volunteers of the EDWR:  Acquiring 
operating equipment and maintaining it to 
support the weekly schedule, and maintaining 
almost 10 miles of operating territory.  The 
Shingle Springs Depot is owned by the El 
Dorado Western Railway Foundation, and the El 
Dorado Station is dedicated to the EDWR 
operation.  Essential spur tracks have been 
installed, the Rustling Pines crossing replaced, 
and crossings improved in coordination with the 
new paved trail along our eastern two miles.

An important accomplishment is the EDWR's 
role in Fire Fuel Management in protection of 
our community.  The rail corridor serves as a fire 
break across the county and the EDWR serves 
the county by weed spraying all track, reducing 
trees, brush and weeds intrusion, and 
monitoring drainage culverts.  This is no small 
commitment to our community.

The EDWR is volunteer driven, and we exist 
only by the efforts of our volunteer crew.  
Volunteers are truly the life of the program!

The EDWR has lost some valued volunteers 
due to illness, changes in circumstances home, 
and relocating out of the area.  We are always 
exploring ways to develop our volunteer crew 
size and skill set.

Volunteer recruitment is ongoing – in formal 
ways such as participating in the “Just Serve” 
event on Nov. 2, and informally, by talking to 
interested visitors and riders, encouraging 
friends to help out, and talking about the EDWR 
to our other volunteer and community groups.

All of us have opportunities to welcome a new 
volunteer, and invite them to get to know us, 
come out and work on a project.  And we always 
have an opportunity to thank each other for 
being a volunteer.  

Thanks again for being on the EDWR Crew!

Keith Berry, EDWR Volunteer
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THE WORKING PERSONALITY OF A 
CABOOSE, By Keith Berry

Many of us grew up in a time when a caboose 
was attached to the rear of a freight train or local 
mixed passenger/freight train.  We saw the 
caboose trailing along, waved at the man in the 
cupola, and at night saw the rear lanterns 
glowing green to the side, and red to the rear.  
We sensed the caboose was unique, but never 
really understood the real work going on inside.

Southern Pacific Caboose 1094 is parked on the 
spur track at El Dorado, and undergoing 
restoration to original working condition.  
Caboose 1094 was built in 1940 as a system 
wide caboose, meaning it was set up for long 
runs over multiple days.  A run could originate in 
California, and run east through Arizona and New 
Mexico to Texas, return to California and head 
north to Oregon.  Perhaps it held a regular run up 
and down California, or a day job behind a local 
freight serving specific towns or industries.

Lets actually go inside the 1094 and see how the 
crew lived out on the “road,” perhaps hooked 
onto a fast priority block of iced reefer cars 
heading for the east coast through the desert in 
July!  Cabooses were nicknamed “the crummy” 
and we will understand that term shortly!

First we notice two end doors and all the 
windows, 8 lower windows and 8 cupola 
windows.  Plenty of “air conditioning” - well plenty 
of hot air from outside moving along at train 
speed behind a steam engine!  Plus a lot of dust 
flying through kicked up by the train.

Basically, the caboose is an office and a vacation 
cabin on wheels.  A small corner closet is the 
bathroom, the toilet is a direct drop to the 
track...nothing will last long on the hot ballast 
rock!  One side are sleeping bunks – a storage 
box with cushions.  Along the other side, the 
Brakeman's platform seat for observing the track 
behind the caboose – a rear guard position. (A 
Brakeman's seat was located in both corners 
since the caboose could end up coupled from 
either end - the Brakeman would always be on 
the right side.)

The Conductor, in charge of the train's movement 
over the railroad, had a built-in desk and a chair

with no rollers – best to stay put in the rocking 
caboose.  The Conductor had paperwork for 
each car in the train, and next to him was the 
coal stove used for heat in the winter and 
cooking year round.  Below the cupola seats 
were storage areas for things needed, such as 
lanterns, tools  flares, oilcans.   A built in ice 
box was filled with 300 lbs of ice.  The upper 
cupola seats were there to observe the train 
for overheated wheel bearings, hobos jumping 
the train, a car derailing a wheel, or any loose 
loads.  The job of waving at all of us kids 
helped break up the boredom and rocking 
movement.

Take note – the caboose did not offer a 
shower, just a large container of drinking 
water.  So with no air conditioning, dust flying, 
no showers, and cooking food, the caboose 
could get a little “crummy” after a couple of 
days!

The crew in the Caboose were there to protect 
their train, set out cars, watch for mechanical 
problems, keep the paperwork, and take the 
train over the road on schedule.  They were a 
crew working together, assigned to the 
Conductor.

Caboose 1094 will have interior seating, 
bunks, desk, stove, icebox, and toilet.  
Kerosene lamps, tools, an emergency 
stretcher, first aid box and some personality 
items to bring the caboose to life.  Oil and coal 
smells, stale pipe tobacco, stained bib 
overalls, and coffee.   We won't mention the 
vintage pin up calendar!  

Yes, we will be on duty to wave – that's our job 
– working to make you smile on the El Dorado 
Western Railroad.  Highball!



  

General Manager's Report
Mary Cory, County Museum Administrator
The history of railroads in California is a fascinating topic, and for us, the 
history of the railroads in El Dorado County is particularly of great interest.  
We can bring a magnifying glass to the details of railroad history to learn 
more about the people who built the railroad, depended on it, and the 
railroad’s influences on the life of the residents.  The EDWR is a mission-
driven program of the County Museum - the preservation, restoration and 
interpretation of the county’s historic railroads and associated artifacts, are 
all a part of the El Dorado Western Railroad. Operation is Preservation!
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The Dispatcher is published quarterly by the El Dorado 
County Historical Museum.  Articles contributed by 

Keith Berry, the editor is Mary Cory.  Comments can be 
directed to mary.cory@edcgov.us

To contact the El Dorado Western Railroad, call 
(530) 663-3581, like us on facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ElDoradoWesternRailroad/or 
visit the Railroad on Sundays 
10AM – 1PM (El Dorado on1st & 3rd 
Sundays, Shingle  Springs on 2nd & 4th 
Sundays)

Ed Cunha and Keith Berry contemplating the 
challenges of operating a county-owned railroad

From the County Museum 
Archives

First Train into Placerville 
- train and work crew on 
the trestle over Weber 

Creek, 1888

                            Spotlight on 
                                 EL DORADO      
                                  WESTERN        

                             RAILROAD 
                            Volunteers

On December 4, 2019 
the annual El Dorado 
Western Railroad 
Volunteer Recognition 
and Christmas Dinner 
will be at the 
Sportsman’s Hall, cost 
will be $28 per person. 
The program will 
include a presentation 
on how the railroad got 
built, based on 
newspaper archives.

Invitations will be sent  with 
details!  Please contact 
Mary Cory at (530) 621-
5828 to make a reservation.

Russ Elmore, EDWR 
Yardmaster and 
whatever else is 
needed,  working on 
track in 2018
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