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a day in tolls.  Saloons along the roads often took inas 
much as $3,000 a night. The toll road owners 
negotiated with the railroad but were reluctant to give 
up their rights and finally demanded they receive a 
controlling interest in the railroad in exchange.  When 
negotiations stalled the solution for the Central Pacific 
was to use the Placer County route. 

Another reason may have been the business locations 
of the Big Four.  All four had successful businesses in 
Sacramento.  Leland Stanford was a grocer, Collis 
Huntington and Mark Hopkins owned hardware stores, 
and Charles Crocker was a dry good merchant.

The Placer County route entered the valley from 
Auburn, and would pass through Sacramento on the 
way to San Francisco.  Whereas the shortest way to San 
Francisco from western El Dorado County was through 
Stockton and even with the railroad from Folsom to 
Sacramento, in time, a line would have turned south to 
Stockton and bypassed their Sacramento businesses.

If the railroad had crossed the Sierra through El Dorado 
County, life a hundred and fifty years later would 
certainly have been different along the Highway 50 
Corridor.

In this year of the 150th celebration of the 
Transcontinental Railroad, we asked the question

WHY DID THE TRANSCONTINENTAL 
RAILROAD MISS EL DORADO 
COUNTY?

by Dee Owens
The Central Pacific Railroad Company was 
organized by Sacramento merchants in 1861.  The 
company directors: Leland Stanford, Collis 
Huntington, Mark Hopkins, and Charles Crocker, 
known as the “Big Four” asked Theodore Judah to 
determine the railroad route over the Sierra.  Judah 
surveyed a route from Sacramento to Folsom for the 
Sacramento Valley Railroad in 1854.  He concluded 
a railroad route over the Sierra was possible.  A 
number of routes were considered, including 
through El Dorado County.  Judah finally 
determined that the Placer County Dutch Flat Wagon 
Road route provided a reasonable grade and only 
one summit would need to be crossed through Placer 
County whereas an El Dorado County route would 
require two, Echo Summit and Spooner Summit.

But perhaps there were other reason the El Dorado 
County route did not make the cut.  After the record 
breaking winter of 1861-62 many of the roads in El 
Dorado County were impassable.  The county did 
not have funds for repairs.  The solution was the 
creation of toll roads throughout the county.  
Sections of existing, damaged roads or routes for a 
new road were leased to individuals on the condition 
the roads would be kept in good repair.  Although 
the cost to repair or construct and maintain the toll 
roads was enormous, the tolls collected became a 
lucrative business.  This was during the height of the 
Comstock Silver Rush and freight wagons carrying 
the majority of supplies for the mines went through 
El Dorado County.  It was said that if a wagon got 
out of line it could take hours to get back on the 
road.  Some way stations took in as much as $1,000  
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RUSTLING PINES RAILROAD CROSSING 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT

Railroad crossings are vital to the movement of 
automobiles and other vehicles over the track. Rail 
crossings can be made with wood, concrete, 
pavement, or gravel. Regardless, all crossings take a 
beating, and eventually require new track structure 
and a cover surface. Left untreated, the crossing 
degrades into a safety issue.

The Rustling Pines Drive railroad crossing is located 
between Shingle Springs and Buckeye Flats, serving 
residences located on the north side of the track. The 
crossing is an easement road, allowed by the railroad, 
but presents a complex angle approach from the south, 
and a blind approach from the north going up a hill. 
The road was probably a wood plank crossing, later 
gravel and some pavement, now deteriorated into a 
muddy mess. Resolution was required!

The work was scheduled for June, including new ties 
and rail, ballast, drainage pipe, and pavement. The 
project was jointly funded by the El Dorado Western 
Railway Foundation and El Dorado County, and 
contracted with a company specializing in railroads, 
so the work could be done quickly.

Volunteers were needed to get all of the required 
materials in place.  Rails had to be transported from 
Diamond Springs west to the crossing site. The rails 
are 39 feet long, and weigh 110 lbs. per 3 feet, total 
weight 1430 lbs each. Using the El Dorado Western, a 
two A car unit with a set of detached small flat cars 
carried the rails.

The rails were loaded out at Diamond Springs, and 
chained down to the cars. The train was dispatched 
westbound, using careful gearing and braking on the 
many downgrade areas. West of Greenstone Rd, after 
crossing the big fill, the long grade began up to the 
tunnel cut. Employing the second A car for helper 
power, the two A cars were operated and crawled up 
the long grade. After the tunnel cut, a long downgrade 
stretched out onto Buckeye Flats. Using both A cars 
engines to brake to avoid hot wheel brake shoes, the 
train arrived at the crossing on schedule.

Thanks to the entire crew, the riggers, crossing flag 
crew, and the brave volunteer helper engineer learning 
the business of operating two A cars as a multiple 
engine lash up, just as the steamers used to climb the 
grade out of Buckeye Flats!
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Peter Schulze and Ed Cunha inspect the work in progress at 
Rustling Pines Drive railroad crossing

SP Caboose #1094

News Flash!!
Caboose 1094 holds water!  Well, it would if we turned 
it upside down and put some water in it. Better to just 
say the 1094 is for once water tight against rain 
runoff. Any caboose is vulnerable to rain runoff, a 
cupola style caboose has a smoke stack from the coal 
stove, a cupola with many windows which open for 
natural air conditioning, and metal roof seems. Making 
it worse is the fact the cupola window are wood, the 
side windows slide open, and the art of weather 
flashing was not advanced nor a priority back when 
most cabooses were manufactured. Volunteer 
woodworker Bob Erfle has now completed replacing 
the rotted front and rear window frames, casings, and 
jams. He has incorporated new metal flashing along 
the lower window casings to prevent rain runoff from 
rolling in under the window frame/casing into the wall 
cavity. Additional window flashing is pending around 
the window frames when glass is installed. Caulking 
was applied on all seams of the casings as they were 
framed. Window panels were installed awaiting glass, 
security grills have been installed.

The cupola interior has been painted and rotted wood 
replaced.  Missing grab irons and window safety bars 
have been fabricated which provided stability for the 
crew riding in the cupola. Additional trim will be 
installed to replace incorrect repair pieces from 
damage during the caboose’s active Class A railroad 
career.  Exterior work will remove the rust, then coat, 
and close exterior bottom wall cavities  Next up are 
the bunk storage boxes which will serve as passenger 
seating. All per blueprint, all good.

The caboose 1094 project is progressing nicely, 
thanks to Bob and Linda Erfle. Linda has painted in oil 
a perspective of the 1094, to be donated as a fund 
raiser for the EDWRF. Work will continue with rain 
now staying outside!
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7 DAYS IN JUNE

The El Dorado Western Railroad is a volunteer 
driven program of the El Dorado County 
Historical Museum. The El Dorado Western 
Railroad Foundation serves to provide the 
Museum with resources to operate the railroad 
for historical education, railroad operation safety, 
and community wide recreational pleasure.

Sometimes, it appears that activities occur slowly, 
lengthy periods of time elapse, and the railroad 
appears more of a static display rather than 
operation. During June of this year, events took 
place in the course of 7 days, which represent 
years of volunteer effort and donation by 
volunteers and the ridership community.

During a 7 day period this year, 3 major project 
milestones were reached. During the 4 day El 
Dorado County Fair, the Diamond and Caldor 
Shay #4 was operated, for the first time since 
1953, on its own drive system, moving back and 
forth on the Engine House track at the County 
Museum on Placerville Drive. This milestone 
continues the restoration started in 1992, 
representing thousands of volunteer hours and 
expense, which intends to return the Shay to 
operational status in behalf of our community. 
The Shay barked its way back and forth, rods and 
driveshaft moving, line shafts rotating, wheels 
turning, powered by compressed air. The Shay is 
owned by the Foundation, in trust for the people 
of El Dorado County. Many visitors came from far 
and wide to see the #4 blow its whistle and chug 
down the track.

On Monday morning following the fair, the 
Rustling Pines rail crossing replacement project 
was started near Shingle Springs. This project 
was jointly funded by the Foundation and El 
Dorado County. The Foundation funded the 
materials with ridership donation from Sunday 
operations, the county contracted a professional 
track services company for the labor. The project 
was completed in 48 hours to allow area 
residents access back across the track on a new 
paved crossing.  

Several days later, the GE center cab diesel 
locomotive, located on a display track at Shingle 
Springs, was operated back and forth on its own  

drive system, to test the drive train  and brake 
systems. 

This milestone, much like the movement of the 
Shay locomotive, represents years of 
restoration and the first drive test after 30 
years of inactivity.  The GE is essential to El 
Dorado Western operation, the locomotive is 
ready to be run onto "live" rail for break in and 
crew training. The virtue of the GE restoration 
is that all work has been conducted in the 
open on 40 feet of track in a parking lot!

These 7 days in June speak for the 
determination and dedication of the EL Dorado 
Western volunteers!

Shay #4 outside the Engine House at the County Museum

Peter Schulze, EDWR Trackmaster, setting the gauge on 
the recently completed spur track in El Dorado

GE Locomotive 
in the Shingle 
Springs Depot 
parking lot



  

General Manager's Report
Mary Cory, County Museum Administrator
The El Dorado County Board of Supervisors 
approved the El Dorado Western Railroad's plan 
to operate full-size trains in the section of track 
between El Dorado Road and the End-of-Line 
near Missouri Flat Road at their meeting on May 
16th.  This was an important milestone in the 
growth of this dynamic County Museum program, 
and showed the support that the Board of 
Supervisors has for me and the volunteers as we 
work towards this goal.  Several important and 
necessary steps must be accomplished before 
full-size trains will be operating.  The EDWR 
volunteers have laid out an ambitious work plan 
that will get us to that point.
With the help of Library Director, Jeanne Amos, 
the volunteers have been working on a plan of 
action for the El Dorado Western Railroad.  This 
process has been very helpful in identifying the 
priorities of the program, and working out goals 
and actions that can direct our projects and work 
plans in the coming months and, in some cases, 
years.
Thank you to everyone who has participated in 
this process!
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The Dispatcher is published quarterly by the El Dorado 
County Historical Museum.  Articles contributed by 

Keith Berry, the editor is Mary Cory.  Comments can be 
directed to mary.cory@edcgov.us

To contact the El Dorado Western Railroad, call 
(530) 663-3581, like us on facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ElDoradoWesternRailroad/or 
visit the Railroad on Sundays 
10AM – 1PM (El Dorado on1st & 3rd 
Sundays, Shingle  Springs on 2nd & 4th 
Sundays)

Ed Cunha and Keith Berry contemplating the 
challenges of operating a county-owned railroad

From the County Museum Archives

THE HOLD-UP AT DIAMOND STATION
November 14, 1896

Thursday night about nine o’clock Charles 
Loofbourrow, railroad agent at Diamond Station 
near here, was held up at the muzzle of cocked 
revolvers, compelled to open his safe and robbed 
of about $60 by two masked men, who evidently 
meant business and knew how to do it.  The 
bandits were matched as usual, one 6 feet tall and 
dressed in black, the other about 5 ft. 8 inches, 
and dressed in dark clothes.  With wise precaution 
they had cut the electric and telephone wires 
communicating with the city, so that the officers 
here could only be notified of the hold-up via 
Sacramento and the Taylor mine.  Thus the 
Sheriff’s office was kept in the dark until early 
morning, when the first squad of officers left for 
Diamond and they are now in hot pursuit of the 
bandits who had at least nine hours the start of 
them.  In the meantime, about 2 o’clock Friday 
morning, Officer Hardie arrested a man who gave 
his name as Smallwood, and who was found to 
have two watches, two knives and fifty or sixty 
dollars on him.  He is seriously suspected of being 
one of the robbers – if not, they are both at large 
and none but their pals will give away the clews to 
the officers.

Spotlight on EL DORADO  
WESTERN RAILROAD 

Volunteers
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