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EL DORADO COUNTY FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

An open letter to FOL members

continued on page 2 

By Celia Orona

Mission 
Statement

The mission of the Friends of the Library of El Dorado County is to support its libraries in El Dorado 
County, their patrons and staff; to support library and community outreach programs, services and 
facilities; to enrich the lives of El Dorado County residents by advocating the use of our libraries and to 
support our libraries through fundraising efforts which include memberships, gifts and endowments.

At one time or another, you 
have probably belonged to 
a volunteer organization 

depending on your needs or interests 
at the time. Helping deliver meals to 
seniors, providing aid to the homeless, 
assisting at your community library 
for an hour or two a week may seem 
inconsequential in the larger scheme of 
things; however, taken as a whole, the 
impact of volunteer service is formida-
ble. In 2015, more than 7 million volun-
teers provided $21.5 billion of services. 
Volunteerism has become a distinctive 
core value of American democracy.

The times, they are a-changin’ 
Unfortunately, volunteerism as part 
of the American spirit is beginning 
to erode and is now at a 10-year low. 
Nonprofit organizations in our own 
community have had to cancel their 
fundraisers due to lack of help and/or 
interest. Other volunteer organizations 
are in an uphill battle to stay solvent. 
Perhaps you used to support them but 
now find it more difficult. The trend 
is disheartening. What accounts for 
the decline in volunteering? Reasons 

are complex, varied, and sometimes 
obscure. 
 Nationally, the global outsourcing 
of jobs has left many working at two 
or more part-time jobs. Single heads 
of households have no time or energy 
to volunteer, and in fact may be in 
need of help themselves. Less obvious 
is the government reduction of social 
programs that often utilize volunteers 
(such as Meals on Wheels), and while 
social media may connect people near 
and far, an unintended consequence 
is that one’s “community” is no longer 
geographic but digital. Why volunteer 
in a community to which I have no 
physical connection? 
 Natural disasters are another 
reason for the decline in volunteerism. 

Events such as Katrina have long- last-
ing effects. Already we can see the 
devastation in Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands due to Hurricane Maria 
with substantial challenges to come.
 These factors—economic, po-
litical, and social—are inextricably 
woven together and may explain the 
decline in the number of individuals 
who volunteer. However, one group 
not mentioned is significant: college 
graduates. Traditionally, those with 
a college degree tended to volunteer 
more often than those without higher 
education but that, too, has changed. 
In 2015, college graduates volunteered 
at 38.8%, down from 42.8% in 2009.  
 And the numbers continue to 
drop, not without cause. According 
to a report from Forbes, “the average 
class of 2016 graduates has $37,172 
in student loan debt, an increase of 
6% from last year.” (internet report; 
2/26/17). 

What does it matter and why
should you care? 

Some of the factors discussed are 
indicators that the middle class is 
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Library Director’s Report

Community Hubs support families

shrinking, indelibly affecting our com-
munities and life styles. Upward mo-
bility is no longer a given. Technology 
has left some of us behind as we 
struggle with smart phones, smart 
cars, and refrigerators that tell us 
when to buy milk. Social media spread 
“news”—fake and otherwise—at warp 
speed and we don’t know what to be-
lieve and so, we disengage. And while 
“cursive” is no longer taught (does 
anyone even know what that means 
anymore?), digital literacy is now 
the most critical skill offered in many 
schools across the nation, according 
to the Department of Education. 
 Technology has made it easier 
to stay in touch with loved ones as 
well as to access massive amounts 
of information via our search engine. 
The internet provides the means to 
pay bills online, to compare prices 
while shopping, and to find our way 
in unknown locales. But are we really 
saving time, getting ahead, or merely 
spinning wheels?

Where am I going with all this?
Society is changing at an exponential 
rate, and we must change with it or 
be left behind. The question becomes 
how do we prepare for the future 
and not lose our core values? A key 
component to staying involved, in 
touch, and relevant in today’s society 
is literacy. That’s right: literacy, found 
in your local library. 
 We know that literacy defines 
a community. The more literate and 
informed residents are, the more likely 
they are to take part in community 
welfare. In short, your local library is 
the barometer of your community’s 
vitality, economic development, and 
overall well-being. The library helps 
level the playing field—and you, as 
a volunteer, are a part of this pro-
cess. Just read the accomplishments 
listed in this newsletter of the various 
county libraries. They are inspiring 
and a demonstration of what a few 
individuals can do.

And here’s the pitch!
Today, more than ever, we need your 
help. Yes, we need help re-shelving 

books, organizing for the used book 
sale; and we can use your assistance 
in fundraising. These are important 
ways to support your library.
 But the real critical and pressing 
need right now is active participation 
on your FOL chapter board. No orga-
nizational entity can stay in existence 
without bringing in new perspectives 
and ideas. You don’t have to take on 
an officer position. Your presence 
alone will make a difference. We need 
fresh representation and energy in 
order to meet the challenges on the 
horizon. Help us to remain viable 
and relevant because as Ben Franklin 
said, “When you’re finished changing, 
you’re finished.” 
 More than 1,350 FOL members 
receive this newsletter. But we only 
need one new person on each chapter 
board to make a difference. Will you 
be the one?

Celia Orona is incoming president of 
the Placerville chapter and serves on 
the board of Friends of the Library of El 
Dorado County, Inc.

 

AN OPEN LETTER
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Community Hubs are where 
families are healthy, car-
ing, learning and growing. 

So where else should they be but at 
our libraries? Our hubs are our new 
partnership between our libraries, 
First 5 El Dorado, County Health and 
Human Services, and the County 
Office of Education. Staffed by a 
team of family engagement, literacy, 
and health specialists, Hubs are 
supporting resilient families through 
collaborative prevention and early 
intervention services. 
 Family Engagement Specialists 
host activities for parents to better 
understand their child’s develop-

who talk, read and sing to their child 
daily are creating a strong frame-
work for school success. 
  Resiliency is the ability to 
bounce back from a setback—our 
Community Hubs are here for fami-
lies to have the resources they need 
to be resilient: to have social connec-
tions, to be healthy and strong, to 
be their child’s first teacher, and to 
know where to turn in times of crisis.
 Our Community Hubs will have 
Ribbon Cuttings and celebrations in 
February. Consider yourself invited! 
                   Jeanne Amos, Director

El Dorado County Library

ment and behavior. Children make 
friends and parents connect with 
other parents at Play & Learn pro-
grams at the Hub. 
 Community Health Advocates 
provide health tips and help fami-
lies to find insurance, doctors and 
dentists. Public Health Nurses are 
available to navigate through difficult 
situations. 
 Early Childhood Literacy 
Specialists encourage the develop-
ment of strong language skills by 
having storytimes for all ages avail-
able to families on a regular sched-
ule. Families can check out books, 
storytime kits and more. Families 
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tume party at the IOOF Hall. The party 
was also a fundraiser for the Friends of 
the Library and Birthday Buddies, and 
celebrated Jillian’s 60th birthday.
 Everyone had lots of fun at the 
Halloween Storytime and Haunted 
House. The next events will be the 
Christmas Bazaar with local authors 
and musicians on Dec. 2, followed by 
the Georgetown Christmas Parade of 
Lights where our Library elves hand 
out books to children in the evening on 
Dec. 2, then Storytime with Santa on 
Dec. 16.
 Our most recent fundraiser was 
the Annual Fall Book Sale on Oct. 
14. The sale was accomplished by 
donations only, and $265 was raised 
(pictured below are FOL volunteers 
Carolyn Gravelle, Jackie Morgan, 
Susan McCormick, and Bunny 
Johnstone). The Georgetown Friends 

have two annual book sales, in spring 
and fall. The Georgetown Friends Book 
Store is open whenever the Library is 
open; all hardbacks are $1 and paper-
backs are 50 cents.
 Our biggest fundraiser of 2017 
was our Treasure Sale on Aug. 25 in 
the back parking lot of the library. It 
was a huge success, and we made 
over $1100 in a single day! We had 
a tremendous amount of help from 
both FOL and community volunteers, 
who also donated so many wonder-
ful items. Our regular “Friday volun-
teers” worked hard all day, starting at 
6:30am and continuing until every-
thing was cleaned up, put away, the 
left overs loaded onto trucks and taken 
to Hospice.
 The Georgetown Library now has 
two Book Clubs going every month—
the first Thursday at noon and the first 
Tuesday at 5:30pm. Call the library at 

Cameron Park — The Cameron Park 
Friends of the Library continue to sup-
port the wonderful programs offered 
at our branch, especially those aimed 
at families. Every week in late June 
and July, children were delighted by 
science programs, marionettes, sing-
alongs and more. Our bimonthly book 
sales provide most of the donated 
money, but we also have honor book 
sales and “Our Giving Tree,” a beauti-
ful wall display of donors in the foyer, 
which also generate funds.
  We continue to work on raising 
our profile in the Cameron Park area 
so those who use our library will be-
come members or support us in other 
ways. During the summer, we had a 
representative at each of the enrich-
ment programs, and in October, we 
again had a booth at the Community 
Service Showcase (below). Although 
our numbers are small, we work hard 
to provide financial assistance to the 
Cameron Park Library, which is such a 
valuable part of our community.

El Dorado Hills — This   year   our chap-
ter   has   put   an   emphasis   on   two   areas   
of growth. The   first   is   publicity;  with   
the   help   of   a   very   capable   member,   
Karen   Brown,   new means   of   spread-
ing   the   word   about   FOL   have   become   
available.   We  now have a   Facebook 
page   where   activities   are   regularly   
updated.   Karen   has   us   in   every   printed 
page   available   in   the   county and   is   
very   good   at   keeping   the   news   viable. 
The   second   area   is membership.   In   the   
past   year we   have   gained   five   new   ac-
tive   members, an increase of  25%! All   
of   us   have   made   it   a   point   to   talk   up   
FOL,   what   we   do   and   how   much   fun 
we   have   doing   it, and  Karen’s   efforts  

at publicity have   helped   as   well. 
 As   for   fundraising   we   have   had   
five   book sales,   a   bridge   tournament 
(pictured),   gift   basket sales,   ongoing   
honor   book   sales   and   a   major   event,  
A  Night   at   the   Library.    All so   far   have   
been   successful   and   we   have   been   able   
to   honor   our   commitments   to the   El   
Dorado   Hills   Library. We   supported   the   
children’s   summer   reading   events,   plus   
ongoing  programs  both for   children   
and   adults.   We   gave   $22,500   for   new   
reading   materials,   both   on   shelf   and 
online.   And   we   have   kicked   in   a   little   
here   and   there   when   it   was   needed.
 None   of   this   would   be   possible   
if   it   were   not   for   our   band   of    active    
members, who range   in   age   from   45   to   
90 and in   spite   of   all   that is going on 
in their lives give generously   of   their   
time , thanks to their  common   bond 
—a love   for   libraries. All   of   us   at   some   
time   have   had   our   lives   enhanced   by   
a   library   somewhere. At   our   meeting   
in October,   one   of   our   members,   Ruth   
Self,   suggested   that   we   look   at   donat-
ing   to   the   fund for   the   rebuilding   of   the   
Texas   libraries   devastated   by   Hurricane   
Harvey.   After a brief discussion,   all   vot-
ed   to   devote   the   December   proceeds   
of   the   Honor Book   sales   to   this   worthy   
cause.   We   love  all  libraries—not   just   
our   own!

Georgetown — The big news in 
Georgetown is the September retire-
ment of Librarian Jillian Firth and 
announcement of new Librarian Angela 
Bernoudy. Jillian was our librarian 
for nine great years and Angela is a 
longtime EDC Library employee, well 
known and loved on the Divide. The 
library honored Jillian with a two-day 
open house for the community , and 
Jillian’s “official” retirement party was 
one she requested, a Halloween cos- continued on page 4
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Key to this year is an uptick in involved 
partnerships, with six separate enti-
ties who joined the FOL to enrich our 
community and giving positive expo-
sure to all involved and increasing the 
numbers of newcomers to the breadth 
of their local library’s offerings. Often 
there was SRO (standing room only) 
to further attest to the popularity of 
these programs.
 Tahoe Institute for Natural Science 
shared with us the lake’s natural 
diversity and the Sierra’s abundant 
wildflowers. Bona Fide Books brought 
us Gary Romano with his informa-
tional (and hopeful) guide to July and 
Winter: Growing Food in the Sierra. The 
Tahoe Rim Trail Association presented, 
to a standing room only crowd, the 
incredibly interesting and surpris-
ingly understandable Geology of the 
Lake while UNR shared with us Dan 
Ruby of the Fleishmann Planetarium, 
whose presentation was truly out-of-
this-world. Back on earth, the UCCE 
Master gardeners of Lake Tahoe had 
us toiling in soil with the promise of a 
successful tomato and garlic harvest, 
here at 6,229’ elevation. The presen-
tations we co-hosted with the Lake 
Tahoe Historical Society were educa-
tional, informative, and truly diverse, 
from 49ers to the Genes of Jeans.

 

We are also fortunate to have many 
noted local authors and artists who 
also love the library. The public unfail-
ingly attends these varied and rich 
presentations. Todd Borg’s mystery se-
ries is one example, and another SRO 
event.
 It almost goes without saying, FOL 
members love books and the com-
munity expresses their like sentiments 
with support for the three used book 
sales, the lobby sales and Amazon 

530-333-4724 to find out what’s be-
ing read. Everyone is welcome.
 The Georgetown Friends meet 
three times a year, at noon on the third 
Friday of the month, in the Book Store 
area. Meetings in 2018 will be Jan. 19, 
May 18, and Oct. 19.

Placerville — More than a hundred in-
dividuals attended the Friends’ annual 
fundraiser, Wine for Words, on Sept. 
17 and enjoyed hors d’oeuvres, des-
serts, wine from various local wineries, 
and music by Hal Sherry. 
 The showpiece of the event was 
a presentation by author Katherine 

Kemp Velez (above), who described 
the basis for her novel, Sachi: Drawings 
on Water, a story of change and hope 
during World War II. She then intro-
duced Mas Hatano, a former internee 
in the Japanese internment camps, 
now in his late eighties.
 Members of the audience listened 
intently as he described the weeks and 
months that turned into years while 
he and his family lived in the camp. “At 
first, it was fun,” he said. “Here I was, 
a teenage boy, with nothing to do but 
play all day.” He soon realized that the 
sudden move from his home in the 
Loomis area was really a serious blow 
to the family and that life would never 
be the same. Following the presenta-
tions, there was a book signing by 
Velez and an opportunity to meet and 
talk with Mr. Hatano.

South Lake Tahoe — What a satisfy-
ing year of continuing FOL involve-
ment in our vibrant South Lake Tahoe 
community library! A major highlight 
is our active programming, as coordi-
nated by the inimitable Denise Haerr. 

CHAPTER NOTES
continued from page 3

All membership dues paid January 
through October are for the current 
year. Dues received in November or 
December will be applied to the fol-
lowing year.
 Please consider renewing your 
membership and supporting the work 
of the Friends of the Library. All dues 
must be accompanied by a member-
ship form, available from your local 
library, in this newsletter, or online at 
www.eldoradolibrary.org/friends.
htm Renew or make a donation online 
using PayPal. Please take this oppor-
tunity to support your library. Thank 
you!

program, the latter two growing under 
the devoted trio of Karen Cutter, Susan 
Anderson and Cathy Vogelsong. Our 
used book sale chair is retiring and 
moving to a northern county. Diana 
Hamilton set a high bar of organiza-
tion and success and the baton has 
been passed to the team of Jeanne 
Benin and Lynn Brosch, with others 
stepping in as available. The net result 
of all these endeavors, with one used 
book sale to go, should total approxi-
mately $10,000 for 2017. This en-
riches the resources in all areas for the 
community.
 Membership shows a steady 
increase in all categories, especially 
in the Family category. Under the 
attentive dedicated chair, Dani Porter-
Lansky, it is anticipated the trend will 
continue. This healthy growth not only 
signifies an appreciation of the library, 
it also helps us fulfill our mission. 

Shopping for gifts online? Visit smile.
amazon.com, select “Friends of the 
Library of El Dorado County Inc.” and 
Amazon will make a donation on every 
eligible purchase!
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T he Friends of the Library Annual General Membership Meeting will be held on Monday, January 22, 2017, 
12 noon, at the Placerville Library, 345 Fair Lane, Placerville. Come and enjoy a light lunch to be served at noon. 
Following the lunch there will be a short business meeting that includes voting on the new roster of officers. This 

will be followed by brief presentations by each chapter highlighting accomplishments over the past year. PLEASE MAKE 
YOUR RESERVATIONS BY WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, BY MAILING IN THIS FORM:

Monday, January 22, 2018 — Noon–2 p.m. 
Placerville Main Library

Reservations for Monday, January 22, 2018, Membership Luncheon Meeting

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________

Total attending____________ @ $10.00 per person Amount enclosed $________________ 

Please make checks payable to Friends of the Library. Return this completed reservation form to The El Dorado 
County Main Library or mail to El Dorado County Library, 345 Fair Lane, Placerville, CA 95667 ATTN: Barbara 
Parmenter

Annual General Membership Meeting

El Dorado County Library 
Director Jeanne Amos is the 
recipient of the CalPERS2017 

Spotlight on Excellence Award, a 
statewide honor given to those who 
exhibit the spirit of what it means to 
be of service to the public, serve as a 
model other agencies or employees 
can follow, and have a proven record 
of building community success. She 
was recognized with a special presen-
tation at the Oct. 10 El Dorado County 
Board of Supervisors meeting and 
formally received her award at the 
2017 CalPERS Educational Forum on 
Oct. 24 in Rancho Mirage.
 For more than 20 years, Amos 
has worked to improve our county’s 
six libraries plus the Bookmobile 
and the El Dorado County Historical 
Museum. Her goal, she told the 
board, is to constantly improve library 
programs and services—that any-
thing a well-funded, larger library has, 

County library director earns statewide honor
El Dorado County can do “cheaper, 
faster, better.” Over the past decade, 
she has secured more than $2 million 
in partnership and grant funding for 
the library.
 Under Amos’ leadership,  our 
libraries have received recognition for 
early learning and education from the 
California Senate, legislature and State 
Librarian. In 2013, the county was ap-
plauded for having the highest per-
centage of families reading to young 
children each day in the state (79%).
 Today, over 100,000 county resi-
dents have active library cards, visit 
our libraries over half a million times 
a year and check out over 800,000 
items per year in person and online. 
Over 6,000 El Dorado County stu-
dents have digital access library cards 
and are able to access online library 
resources from school and home, 
ensuring the libraries are valuable 
educational partners. 

 Most recently, our county’s librar-
ies have become Community Hubs 
(see Library Director’s Report on page 
2) offering groups, activities and class-
es for expectant parents and children, 
supported by a team of family engage-
ment, literacy and health specialists. 
Other counties, states, and countries 
are using El Dorado libraries as a model 
for their efforts in these areas.
 

 “Adopt” a book 
or magazine! 
Ask at the front 
desk of your 
branch to find 
out how.
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PERMIT NO. 345Friends of the Library of El Dorado County, Inc.

345 Fair Lane
Placerville, CA 95667-4106

Please consider 

renewing your 

membership using 

the form below and 

supporting the work 

of the Friends of the 

Library.

Please bring or mail to your branch:

Name

Address

Phone

Please mark your chapter on the right so your funds will be recorded properly. 
Make checks payable to The Friends of the Library.

I wish to make a donation of:

Placerville Main Library
345 Fair Lane
Placerville, CA 95667

Cameron Park Library
2500 Country Club Drive
Cameron Park, CA 95682

El Dorado Hills Library
7455 Silva Valley Parkway
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

Georgetown Library
P.O. Box 55 / 6680 Orleans St.
Georgetown, CA 95634

Pollock Pines Library
P.O. Box 757 / 6210 Pony Express Tr.
Pollock Pines, CA 95726

South Lake Library
1000 Rufus Allen Blvd.
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

May we communicate with you exclusively by email? Yes No
Email

Annual: Business–$30 Individual–$10 

Or one time: Life Member–$250 
 

Family–$20 

I am interested 
in volunteering: Yes No$

Membership Renewal New Member Donation

Membership Application / Donation Form Friends of the Library
of El Dorado County

PLEASE 
DONATE 
TODAY!

We will not share your email address with any other organizations or individuals.

Due to rising costs and volunteer time involved, the Between Friends newsletter is now produced and mailed once 
a year, in the fall. Check with your local branch for up-to date information on hours, dates, book sales and events, or 
visit www.eldoradolibrary.org. Many FOL chapters now publish their own newsletters.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


